Ethics of research and the pregnant patient.
In this chapter, we address ethical issues in research involving fetuses and pregnant women, with particular attention to the emerging issue of gene-transfer research. Ethical analyses and arguments are based on the concept of the fetus as a patient. The implications of this concept for the ethics of fetal research are identified. The discussion of gene-transfer research extends those implications to address issues concerning informed consent, assessment of potential fetal and neonatal morbidity in study design, prenatal diagnosis after gene transfer, selection criteria based on abortion preference, science by press conference, germline risks, and public oversight.